                                                    What is Sacred Space in Turkey? 

Subject Areas: World History, World Religions, Art History
Grade Levels: 9-12
Christine LaRue and Kimberly Ann Rogers 

Prior Knowledge: Students will have studied the beliefs and practices of Christians and Muslims.
Objectives
· Students will develop a description of what is consider sacred space.
· Students will identify several examples of sacred space in Turkey.
· Students will describe the religious beliefs and practices of Christians and Muslims
· Students will write the following essay:
 
Cultures designate sacred space in a variety of ways to accommodate both religious beliefs and practices.
Select and fully identify two examples of sacred spaces from Turkey one of which must be from beyond the European tradition. Discuss how each space accommodates both religious beliefs and practices within its culture. 

Springboard : Put students into groups of 3 and have them come up with examples of what they consider sacred space.
Put their responses on a smartboard or a chalkboard.
Possible answers
*Background: 
The idea of sacred spaces, places where practitioners can evoke or experience the divine or supernatural, is an important concept in virtually all cultures. 
Sacred spaces have accommodated a wide range of religious beliefs. Some examples of religious beliefs may include but are not limited to: 
• Concept of an afterlife: reincarnation, resurrection, ancestor worship 
• Concept of divinity 
• Communication with the spirit world 
• Animated nature 
• Cosmic and/or temporal cycles 
• Issues of salvation 
• Concept of sacredness inherent in specific locations or objects 

Sacred spaces provide sites for religious practices. Some examples of religious practices may include but are not limited to: 
• Ritualized movement, such as processions, pilgrimage, and circumambulation 
• Sacrificial offerings and ritual libations 
• The veneration of local deities and cult objects 
• Ceremonies such as marriage, baptism, and the Eucharist 
• Transformative rituals such as initiation and coming-of-age rites 
• Burial or commemorative rituals 
• Meditation and prayer 
• Chanting, musical performance, and dance 

Art and architecture at sacred spaces have accommodated religious beliefs and practices. These may include but are not limited to: 
• Natural sites designated as sacred and/or modified to accommodate religious practices 
• Platforms, altars, pyramids, or other constructions designed to serve as settings for ceremonies 
• Architectural structures designed for the housing and veneration of cult objects such as statues or relics 
• Architectural structures designed to accommodate public ceremonies and communal worship 
• Burial sites and mortuary temples 
• Meetinghouses for public or private rituals and ceremonies 
• Sites that commemorate various historical events of religious importance 
• Pilgrimage sites and their architecture 


*AP Art History 2009 exam http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap09_art_history_sgs.pdf

MOSQUE

Strategy 1: Have students read the worksheet and label the drawing of a typical mosque from http://fds.oup.com/www.oup.com/pdf/13/9781843038856.pdf

Strategy 2: Have students read about the beliefs and practices of Islam

THE ISLAMIC WORLD
Islam - the religion with the second largest number of supporters in the world today - started in the sparsely populated Arabian Peninsula among the Bedouins, a nomadic group that controlled trade routes across the desert. In the early 7th century, a few trade towns, such as Mecca and Medina, were centers for camel caravans that were a link in the long distance trade network that stretched from the Mediterranean to eastern China. Mecca was also was the destination for religious pilgrims who traveled there to visit shrines to countless gods and spirits. In the center of the city was a simple house of worship called the Ka'aba, which contained among its many idols the Black Stone, believed to have been placed their by Abraham, the founder of Judaism. Jews and Christians inhabited the city, and they mixed with the majority who were polytheistic.

THE FOUNDING OF ISLAM
Islam was founded in Mecca by Muhammad, a trader and business manager for his wife, Khadijah, a wealthy businesswoman. Muhammad was interested in religion, and when he was about 40 he began visiting caves outside the city to find quiet places to meditate. According to Muslim belief, one night while he was meditating Muhammad heard the voice of the angel Gabriel, who told him that he was a messenger of God. Muhammad became convinced that he was the last of the prophets, and that the one true god, Allah, was speaking to him through Gabriel. He came back into the city to begin spreading the new religion, and he insisted that all other gods were false. His followers came to be called Muslims, or people who have submitted to the will of Allah.
Muhammad's ministry became controversial, partly because city leaders feared that Mecca would lose its position as a pilgrimage center of people accepted Muhammad's monotheism. In 622 C.E. he was forced to leave Mecca for fear of his life, and this famous flight to the city of Yathrib became known as the Hijrah, the official founding date for the new religion. In Yathrib he converted many to Islam, and he renamed the city "Medina," or "city of the Prophet." He called the community the umma, a term that came to refer to the entire population of Muslim believers.
As Islam spread, Muhammad continued to draw the ire of Mecca's leadership, and he became an astute military leader in the hostilities that followed. In 630, the Prophet and 10,000 of his followers captured Mecca and destroyed the idols in the Ka'aba. He proclaimed the structure as the holy structure of Allah, and the Black Stone came to symbolized the replacement of polytheism by the faith in one god.

ISLAMIC BELIEFS AND PRACTICES
The Five Pillars of faith are five duties at the heart of the religion. These practices represent a Muslim's submission to the will of God.
Faith - When a person converts to Islam, he or she recites the Declaration of Faith, "There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah." This phrase is repeated over and over in Muslim daily life. 
Prayer - Muslims must face the city of Mecca and pray five times a day. The prayer often takes place in mosques (Islamic holy houses), but Muslims may stop to pray anywhere. In cities and towns that are primarily Muslim, a muezzin calls people to prayer from a minaret tower for all to hear. 
Alms - All Muslims are expected to give money for the poor through a special religious tax called alms. Muhammad taught the responsibility to support the less fortunate. 
Fasting - During the Islamic holy month of Ramadan, Muslims fast from sunup to sundown. Only a simple meal is eaten at the end of the day that reminds Muslims that faith is more important than food and water. 
Pilgrimage - Muslims are expected to make a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in their lifetime. This event, called the hajj, takes place once a year, and people arrive from all over the world in all kinds of conveyances to worship at the Ka'aba and several other holy sites nearby. All pilgrims wear an identical white garment to show their equality before Allah. 
The single most important source of religious authority for Muslims is the Qur'an, the holy book believed to be the actual words of Allah. According to Islam, Allah expressed his will through the Angel Gabriel, who revealed it to Muhammad. After Muhammad's death these revelations were collected into a book, the Qur'an. Muhammad's life came to be seen as the best model for proper living, called the Sunna. Using the Qur'an and the Sunna for guidance, early followers developed a body of law known as shari'a, which regulated the family life, moral conduct, and business and community life of Muslims. Shari'a still is an important force in many Muslim countries today even if they have separate bodies of official national laws. In the early days of Islam, shari'a brought a sense of unity to all Muslims.

http://www.historyhaven.com/APWH/unit2/UNIT%20II%20NOTES.htm

Strategy 3: How does a Suleymann Mosque accommodate both Islamic beliefs and practices? 
Read the information from the website below
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/turkey/istanbul-suleiman-mosque

Possible answers. 
Minarets- for the call to prayer
Prayer hall –Muslims pray 5 times a day
Public Kitchen-Muslims give to the poor
a Qur'an school (medrese)- Muslims study the Quran which is their holy book

BASILICA
Strategy 4: Have students label the basic parts of a Christian Basilica


[image: 1109a]

(1) nave-central area of an ancient Roman basilica or of a church, demarcated from aisles by piers (a vertical, freestanding masonry support) or columns.
(2)aisle -portion of a basilica flanking the nave and separated from it by a row of columns or piers.
(3)apse -recess, usually semicircular, in the wall of a building, commonly found at the east end of a church.
(4) transept -part of a church with an axis that crosses the nave at a right angle.
(5) narthex -porch or vestibule of a church, generally colonnaded or arcaded and preceding the nave.
(6) atrium- the open, colonnaded court in front of and attached to a Christian basilica.
Kleiner, Fred S. Gardner's Art through the Ages: A Concise Global History. 13th ed. Boston, MA: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2009.

Strategy 5: Have students read the passage below and identify the beliefs and practices of Christians.

CHRISTIANITY
Christianity grew directly out of Judaism, with its founder Jesus of Nazareth born and raised as a Jew in the area just east of the Mediterranean Sea. During his lifetime, the area was controlled by Rome as a province in the empire. Christianity originated partly from a long-standing Jewish belief in the coming of a Messiah, or a leader who would restore the Jewish kingdom to its former glory days. Jesus' followers saw him as the Messiah who would cleanse the Jewish religion of its rigid and haughty priests and assure life after death to all that followed Christian precepts. In this way, its appeal to ordinary people may be compared to that of Buddhism, as it struggled to emerge from the Hindu caste system. Christianity's broad appeal of the masses, as well as deliberate conversion efforts by its early apostles, meant that the religion grew steadily and eventually became the religion with the most followers in the modern world.
Jesus was a prophet and teacher whose followers came to believe that he was the son of God. He advocated a moral code based on love, charity, and humility. His disciples predicted a final judgment day when God would reward the righteous with immortality and condemn sinners to eternal hell. Jesus was arrested and executed by Roman officials because he aroused suspicions among Jewish leaders, and he was seen by many as a dangerous rebel rouser. After his death, his apostles spread the faith. Especially important was Paul, a Jew who was familiar with Greco-Roman culture. He explained Christian principles in ways that Greeks and Romans understood, and he established churches all over the eastern end of the Mediterranean, and even as far away as Rome.
Christianity grew steadily in the Roman Empire, but not without clashes with Roman authorities. Eventually in the 4th century CE, the Emperor Constantine was converted to Christianity and established a new capital in the eastern city of Byzantium, which he renamed Constantinople. As a result, the religion grew west and north from Rome, and also east from Constantinople, greatly extending its reach.
By the end of the classical era, these major belief systems had expanded to many areas of the world, and with the fall of empires in the late classical era, came to be major forces in shaping world history. One major religion - Islam - remained to be established in the 7th century as part of the next great period that extended from 600 to 1450 CE.

http://www.historyhaven.com/APWH/unit1/UNIT%20I%20NOTES.htm

Strategy 6: How does St. John’s Basilica accommodate both Christian beliefs and practices? 

Read for information from the website below and my blog:

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/turkey/ephesus-basilica-of-st-john

View the pictures below from my blog.
[image: http://24.media.tumblr.com/12fc7045009e3886ffe692273b16f296/tumblr_mpqm0x9Ja51sxsz1bo5_500.jpg]
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Baptistery
Possible answers:

The traditional tomb of St. John, located under the main central dome, elevated the site to one of the most sacred sites in the Middle Ages and thousands made pilgrimage here.- Christians venerate relics and make pilgrimages to see them.

St. John's basilica was cruciform- Christ died on a cross which the cruciform represents.

More recent excavations east of the apse have revealed a baptistery and central pool, along with an attached chapel covered in frescoes depicting the saints. –Christians in the east believed in full emersion baptism. Baptism is a Christian sacrament in which original sin is erased. Christians believe it is needed for salvation. Christians venerate saints and repect their icons.

St. John’s had a high altar- Christians say Mass on an altar. Mass is symbolic of the last supper. 


Strategy 7: How does Hagia Sophia first accommodate both Christian beliefs and practices and then accommodate Islamic beliefs and practices? 
 Have students examine the information and websites listed below.

Byzantium's greatest church:
The domed church of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople is one of the supreme accomplishments of world architecture.
[image: 1202]

Hagia Sophia (view facing north), Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey

[image: 1203a]

longitudinal section and plan of Hagia Sophia, Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey
[image: 1203b]
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Hagia Sophia	Central plan, pendentives/squinches


Kleiner, Fred S. Gardner's Art through the Ages: A Concise Global History. 13th ed. Boston, MA: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2009.

Byzantine architecture is a synthesis of the classical, Early Christian with the oriental or eastern traditions.   Early Byzantine churches used both the centralized and basilica plans, setting up a dialogue between centralized structures and the basilica, with many combinations of these two forms.  The most outstanding  church of the Byzantine period was Hagia Sophia or Holy Wisdom, built at Constantinople under Justinian in the sixth century.  This magnificent building, which was designed by the architects Anthemius of Tralles and Isidorus of Miletus, is a masterful merging of the centralized dome church with the longitudinal basilica form .  Two supporting half-domes flank the mighty dome, spanning 107 feet.  The great dome, which symbolizes the dome of heaven, seems to float above the congregation rather than being supported by any materiality of earth or the secular world.
The shimmering gold interior first seen in Hagia Sophia, Constantinople 532-537 CE  continues on into the Middle Byzantine Period.  The Theotokos from the Hagia Sophia was dedicated in 867 CE.  The enthroned Virgin and Child are seen against a gold background devoid of figuration.  The emotional quality of this work is one of serene and spiritual majesty.  The wide-staring eyes of both figures present an image of calm, which can be attained in the spiritual realm according to the Byzantine tradition.  This work is a continues a dual abstraction, first of  the figure, but also of the philosophical abstract which became an important component of the Orthodox Church.  
Pendentives:
Justinian's architects used pendentives to transfer the weight from the great dome to the piers beneath, rather than to the walls.
The domed basilica:
By placing a hemishperical dome on a square base instead of a circular base, Anthemius and Isidorus fused two architectural traditions: the vertically oriented central-plan building and the longitudinally oriented basilica.

Byzantine liturgy:
The ingenious design of Hagia Sophia provided the illumination and the setting for the solemn liturgy of the Orthodox faith

[image: 1204]

Early Byzantine	12-4			Hagia Sophia	Interior
12-4: ANTHEMIUS OF TRALLES and ISIDORUS OF MILETUS, interior of Hagia Sophia, Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey, 532-537.
Kleiner, Fred S. Gardner's Art through the Ages: A Concise Global History. 13th ed. Boston, MA: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2009.
The mysticism of light:
What distinguishes Hagia Sophia from the paved interiors of Roman building such as the Pantheon is the special mystical quality of the light that floods the interior.
· Combination" of centrally planned and axially planned church 
· Exterior: plain and massive, little decoration 
· Altar at end of nave, but emphasis placed over the area covered by the dome 
· Dome supported by pendentives 

· Large central dome, with forty windows at base symbolically acting as a halo over the congregation when filled with light
· Large fields for mosaic decoration; at one time had four acres 
of gold mosaics on walls 
· Many windows punctuate wall spaces 
· Minarets added in Islamic period 

· Patrons were Emperor Justinian and Empress Theodora, who commissioned the work after the burning of the original building in the Nike Revolt 

Read the for information from the website listed below
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/turkey/istanbul-hagia-sophia

View the You Tube video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ng--WLT0Xjc

Possible answers:
Christian beliefs: Christ as our savior
Christian practice: veneration of icons
Islamic beliefs: No icons, face Mecca when praying 
Islamic practices: all the faces depicted in the church's mosaics were covered in plaster due to the Islamic prohibition of figurative imagery, the addition of a mihrab (prayer niche), minbar (pulpit) and a wooden minaret made a mosque out of the church

Assessment – Cultures designate sacred space in a variety of ways to accommodate both religious beliefs and practices.
Select and fully identify two examples of sacred spaces from Turkey one of which must be from beyond the European tradition. Discuss how each space accommodates both religious beliefs and practices within its culture. 


AP Art History Standards 9-0 scale

AP Art History Longer Essay Rubric

9-8: The student selects two appropriate works and identifies them by title and artist. The discussion renders a focused essay. If the essay requires an example from the beyond the European tradition it is an appropriate example. There are no major errors. The lower mark is given in the case of a slightly unbalanced discussion. 

7-6: The student selects two appropriate works and identifies them by title and artist. The discussion may be unfocused or hurried, but addresses the question. There may be minor errors.

5: This is the highest mark a student can receive if one of the selections is inappropriate. A grade of 5 also indicates an unbalanced discussion in which one good answer is paralleled with a very weak second response. There may be minor errors.

3-4: Either this student his selected only one appropriate work and has written a fair account of the question OR the student has made two appropriate selections and offered a weak analysis. There may be major errors. 

1-2: To earn a 2, a student has offered either two appropriate selections and received a point for each OR one appropriate selection and offered a little information. A score of 1 is for one appropriate choice. There may be major errors.

0: The student makes an attempt, but the response is without merit.
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THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN

1- Nartex

2- Naves

3- Ambon

4- Bema (Tomb of St. John) and Synthronon
5- Apsis and Transepts

6- Treasury

7- Baptisterion

8- Atrium

THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN

According to the written sources, the basilica with

wooden roof which includes St John's grave was in a

poor situation in 6th century AD. Emperor Justinian

(527-565 AD) and Queen Theodora constructed

instead the six-domed church whose ruins are visible

today. This church, which is cruciform and measures

130 by 65 meters, was one of the most impressive

religious structures built after Artemis Temple in
Ephesus. Since it played an important role in the
Christian pilgrimages of the middle age, it attained
the status of a “Church of the cross”. According to
literary sources, the structure was in need of repair in
the twelfth century. When Ephesus fell into Turkish
hands after 1304, part of the church was converted
into a mosque. A severe earthquake leveled it in
1365-70. Excavations of the church and its
surroundings have continued since 1921-22 by
Sotiriou. In 1927-30, Austrian Archaeological
Institute finished the excavations inside sections of
the church. Ephesus Museum Directorate of Ministry
of Culture excavated and restored the surrounding
buildings of the church and the fortification walls
between 1960-2006. Excavation and restoration works
are being conducted by a scientific team under
directorship of Ass. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Biiyiikkolanci
from Pamukkale University since 2007 with the
permission of Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
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