TURKEY LESSON PLAN OUTLINE
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this lesson is to explore the complex issues of Women’s Rights in Modern Turkey through the case study of the headscarf controversy in Turkey. The headscarf has become a political issue in many European countries as well. Why and how did this become a political issue in a majority Muslim country? The answers to these questions allow students to learn about Ataturk’s vision for a secular country, his adoption of Western dress (although he did not create a dress code for women), the prohibition of the head scarf in civil service jobs and universities in the 1980s and 1990s and then the lifting of the ban in 2013. By exploring this controversy, students will gain a better understanding of the rights of women in modern Turkey as well as the complexities of their current roles in society. 

This lesson will be used as part of four-month United Nations simulation in an integrated 10th grade History/English course. Students are assigned nations and research both their individual country as well as attempt to solve a modern world problem. Student enter with many misconceptions about Islam and about a modern secular democracy in a predominately Muslim country such as Turkey. Students tend to generalize about all countries in the Middle East. The hope is that this lesson will allow them to explore issues of Islam and Women’s Rights and create a more accurate and complex understanding of Middle Eastern nations as well as issues faced by Muslims in Western nations. 
This lesson is also designed for the school environment of a 1:1 program. All students in my classroom have an iPad, so part of this lesson will involve research using iPads as well as research databases that my students have access to through our school’s library. That aspect of the lesson could be adapted based a school’s access to technology.

Students will need background knowledge on the creation of Modern Turkey under the leadership of Ataturk. They will need to understand key vocabulary terms such as “secularism” and “hijab.” They will also need to understand the complex role of the headscarf in Islamic practice.

LEVEL

The lesson was designed for a 10th Grade World History course. It could be adapted and used for grades 9-12. Some of the readings for students are from scholarly journals and are challenging, so students may need assistance with vocabulary and meaning of the excerpts.
OBJECTIVES

The student will:

· Understand the complex relationship between religion and secularism in modern Turkey.

· Evaluate the reasons why the headscarf is a subject of controversy in modern Turkey.

· Explore gender roles in modern Turkey.

· Determine the central idea from a variety of written and video sources.

· Evaluate evidence from a variety of sources in order to support a written argument.
CONNECTIONS TO STANDARDS

Common Core Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies
11-12.RH.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

11-12.RH.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

11-12.RH.3
Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.
11-12.RH.6  
Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.
11-12.RH.7  
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

11-12.RH.8  
Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other information.

11-12.RH.9  
Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.

Washington State Social Studies Standards:
Social Studies EALR 4: HISTORY The student understands and applies knowledge of historical thinking, chronology, eras, turning points, major ideas, individuals, and themes in local, Washington State, tribal, United States, and world history in order to evaluate how history shapes the present and future. 
Component 4.3: Understands that there are multiple perspectives and interpretations of historical events.
Social Studies EALR 5: SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS The student understands and applies reasoning skills to conduct research, deliberate, form, and evaluate positions through the processes of reading, writing, and communicating
Component 5.1: Uses critical reasoning skills to analyze and evaluate positions.
Component 5.3: Deliberates public issues.
TIME

2-3 class periods (45 minutes of instruction each class)
MATERIALS

· Laptop/computer/ projector to show videos and PowerPoint slides (attached).

· Handouts (see attached.)

· Handout: “Turkey Database Research Handout”

· National Geographic Article

· Handout: “Document Analysis Handout”

· Handout: “Headscarf Controversy Documents”
BACKGROUND ESSAYS (YOU CAN COMBINE THIS INTO THE INTRODUCTION)

As background to this topic, is it suggested that teachers read the following scholarly article and the following blog post:
Toprak, Metin, and Nasuh Uslu. "The Headscarf Controversy in Turkey." Journal of Economic and Social Research 11.1 (2009): 43-67. ProQuest. Web. 12 Sep. 2015.
Toprak, Binnaz. "The Headscarf Controversy." The Immanent Frame RSS. Social Science Research Council, 16 Apr. 2008. Web. 29 Nov. 2015. <http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2008/04/16/the-headscarf-controversy/>.
These documents will provide important context and background on the headscarf controversy in Turkey for the instructor. They are attached as PDFs to this lesson. The National Geographic article used in the lesson is more accessible for students. 
PROCEDURES

Day 1:

1. Warm-up/ Introduction
Project a side-by-side image of two women: one wearing a head-scarf and one who is not wearing a head-scarf (for example, two famous Turkish women such as Emine Erdogan and Elif Safak or two images of university-aged women: see slide 1 of attached PowerPoint)

Ask students to brainstorm words, associations, assumptions, and questions based on the two images. Students will do this first on their own and then discuss with a partner.

Elicit responses from a few students.

Explain that both images are of Turkish women and today we will explore how and why the headscarf became a political issue in Turkey.

2. Students will now brainstorm what they know about Turkey (in general) and what they know about the status of women in Turkey.

3. After sharing this brainstorm, students will be invited to work with a partner to research some basic information about Turkey using on-line databases. (see attached handout); students may complete this for homework if they do not finish the research during class time.
Day 2:

1. Student report finding from their research and teacher engages the class in a discussion:

· What surprised you about the nation of Turkey?

· How does Turkey compare (in size/ population/ religion/ status of women) to the United States?

· Based on this research, can you predict why the issue of the headscarf would be an area of controversy in the nation of Turkey?

2. Students read the National Geographic article, “"Why Turkey Lifted Its Ban on the Islamic Headscarf." Students are asked to complete a chart while reading to gather evidence from this article to answer the central question of “Why and how is the headscarf a controversial issue in Turkey? (see chart attached.)

3. Teacher checks for understanding of the article and addresses any questions generated from the article. Teacher also fills in gaps in the timeline of the headscarf controversy using background information from the article: "The Headscarf Controversy in Turkey." Journal of Economic and Social Research 11.1 (2009): 43-67. Teacher shows images from PowerPoint (see attached) of Ataturk’s wife, President Gul’s wife (renewed controversy over headscarf) and images of women in Modern Turkey.
4. Next, provide students with excerpts from documents that address the headscarf controversy and/or the status of women in Turkey. One of these pieces of evidence is a video clip. All URLs are listed in the sources below. Students read the document and complete the chart to synthesize evidence about the headscarf controversy in Turkey. (
	Source:
	Record Evidence on:

· Purpose/Meaning of Headscarf

· Why it is a controversial issue

· Arguments of supporters/ opponents of headscarf laws in Turkey

	YouTube Video:

“Ending ban on Islamic headscarf divides Turkey”


	

	Document 1: 

Yaqoob, Salma. "Hijab: A Woman's Right to Choose." 
	

	Document 2: 

Zeldin, Wendy. "Turkey: Constitutional Court Annuls 2008 Law That Had Lifted Ban on Wearing Headscarves at Universities." 
	

	Document 3: 

Applebaum, Anne. "In Turkey, Head Scarves Are Potent Political Symbols."
	

	Document 4: 

Vojdik, Valorie K. "POLITICS OF THE HEADSCARF IN TURKEY…”
	

	Document 5:

YİNANÇ, BARÇIN. "Why Worry about Headscarf Issue in Turkey?"
	


ASSESSMENT

Students will:

Write a paragraph that answers the question:

Why is the headscarf a political issue in Turkey?

· Begin with a topic sentence that creates an argument that answers the prompt.

· Include evidence from at least three of the sources above to support the argument in your topic sentence.
Students will be evaluated on the quality of their topic sentence (answers the prompt/ makes an argument that can be supported by evidence) as well as their use of evidence to support their topic sentence.
EXTENSION IDEAS

1. There are two BBC News videos listed below that were produced before the 2015 election. These could be shown to provide a perspective on women’s rights in general in Turkey.
2. Students could compare the rights on women in Turkey with other nations in the world (in my classroom, it would work to have them use their assigned United Nations country as a point of comparison.)

SOURCES

"A History of the Headscarf Ban in Turkey." TURKISH REVIEW. Turkish Review, 01 Oct. 2012. Web. 12 Sept. 2015. <http://www.turkishreview.org/articles/a-history-of-the-headscarf-ban-in-turkey_540650#>.
Applebaum, Anne. "In Turkey, Head Scarves Are Potent Political Symbols." Slate. Slate.com, 31 Mar. 2009. Web. 12 Sept. 2015. <http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/foreigners/2008/03/a_wrinkle_in_the_fabric_of_society.html>.
BBC News. "Turkey Election: Women's Group Raising Its Voice - BBC News." BBC News. BBC News, 22 May 2015. Web. 12 Sept. 2015. <http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-32840063>.
BBC News. "Turkey Politics: 'Women Are Almost Non-existent' Says Elif Safak - BBC News." YouTube. YouTube, 5 June 2015. Web. 12 Sept. 2015. https://youtu.be/4bCfmjegKQQ.
BBC News. "Headscarf Row Mars Turkey's Anniversary Celebration." BBC News. BBC News, 30 Oct. 2010. Web. 12 Sept. 2015. <http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-11652750>.
Elver, Hilal. "Turkey's First Ladies and the Headscarf Controversy." Aljazeera. Aljazeera, 20 Sept. 2014. Web. 12 Sept. 2015. <http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/09/turkey-first-ladies-headscarf--2014911114226379736.htmlhttp://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/09/turkey-first-ladies-headscarf--2014911114226379736.html>.
Euronews. "Ending Ban on Islamic Headscarf Divides Turkey." YouTube. Euronews (in English), 9 Oct. 2013. Web. 13 Sept. 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ow71y8AlSnc
Mortada, Dalia. "Some in Turkey Feel Less Free Now That Women Are Free to Wear Headscarves." PRI's the World. Public Radio International, 19 Feb. 2014. Web. 29 Nov. 2015. <http://www.pri.org/stories/2014-02-19/some-turkey-feel-less-free-now-women-are-free-wear-headscarves>.
Smith, Roff. "Why Turkey Lifted Its Ban on the Islamic Headscarf." National Geographic. National Geographic Society, 12 Oct. 2013. Web. 12 Sept. 2015. http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/10/131011-hijab-ban-turkey-islamic-headscarf-ataturk/#
Toprak, Binnaz. "The Headscarf Controversy." The Immanent Frame RSS. Social Science Research Council, 16 Apr. 2008. Web. 29 Nov. 2015. <http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2008/04/16/the-headscarf-controversy/>.
Toprak, Metin, and Nasuh Uslu. "The Headscarf Controversy in Turkey." Journal of Economic and Social Research 11.1 (2009): 43-67. ProQuest. Web. 12 Sep. 2015.
Vojdik, Valorie K. "POLITICS OF THE HEADSCARF IN TURKEY: MASCULINITIES, FEMINISM, AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF COLLECTIVE IDENTITIES." Harvard Journal of Law & Gender 33 (2010): 661-85. Web.
Yaqoob, Salma. "Hijab: A Woman's Right to Choose." Proc. of European Social Forum, London. The National Assembly Against Racism, 16 Oct. 2004. Web. 12 Sept. 2014. <http://www.naar.org.uk/newspages/041022.asp>.
YİNANÇ, BARÇIN. "Why Worry about Headscarf Issue in Turkey?" Why Worry about Headscarf Issue in Turkey? Hurriyet Daily News, 28 Oct. 2014. Web. 29 Nov. 2015. <http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/why-worry-about-headscarf-issue-in-turkey.aspx?PageID=238&NID=73529&NewsCatID=412>.
Zeldin, Wendy. "Turkey: Constitutional Court Annuls 2008 Law That Had Lifted Ban on Wearing Headscarves at Universities." Global Legal Monitor. Library of Congress, 03 Dec. 2012. Web. 12 Sept. 2015. <http://www.loc.gov/lawweb/servlet/lloc_news?disp3_l205403419_text>.
HANDOUTS

Files are attached.
