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Writing Traits Scoring Guide:  Expository – “Make a Museum” Exhibit Brochure

	
	1:  Not Yet
	2:  Emerging
	3:  Developing
	4:  Effective
	5:  Strong
	6:  Exceeds Expectations

	Ideas
	The writing is not related to the topic.  There are no supporting details. 
	The writing is not clearly focused on the topic.  The supporting details repeat information or are irrelevant.
	The writing is somewhat focused on the topic.  There are some supporting details, but important ideas and details are missing.
	The writing focuses on the topic.  Supporting details are evident, but more details may be needed.
	The writing focuses on the topic.  The topic is well supported by several good supporting details, but more details would be helpful.
	The writing clearly focuses on the topic.  The topic is heavily supported by many well-chosen  supporting details.

	Organization
(Cohesive devices:
transitions, repetition, pronouns, parallel structure)
	There is no clear arrangement of topical items (5 W’s) and supporting details.  There is no clear museum, exhibit and artifact information.
	The arrangement of topical items and supporting details is disjointed and confusing.  There is some evidence of information about the museum, the exhibit and artifacts.
	Topical items are missing or weak.  Supporting details are poorly organized.  There is a evidence of information about the museum, the exhibit and artifacts.
	Topical items include all 5 W’s and contains clear evidence of information about the museum, the exhibit and artifacts, and are organized competently. The writer uses parallel structure throughout.
	Topical items include all 5 W’s, are organized well and contain clear evidence of information about the museum, the exhibit and artifacts. The writer uses parallel structure throughout.
	Topical items include all 5 W’s, are organized well and contain clear evidence of information about the museum, the exhibit and artifacts, The writer uses parallel structure and cohesive devices.

	Voice
	The writing is flat.
	The writing is rarely engaging.
	The writing sometimes engages the reader’s attention.
	The writing engages the reader’s attention.
	The writing is interesting and shows some of the writer’s personality.
	The writing is lively, engaging and catches the reader’s interest.  The writer expresses his/her personality.

	Word and Illustration Choice
	Word choice is vague, dull and repetitive.  Illustrations are not suited to the topic.  No map included.
	Word choice is limited and repetitive. Illustrations are somewhat suited to the topic.  Map is included.
	Word choice is ordinary. Illustrations are suited to the topic and a map is included.
	Word choice is descriptive, although more would be desirable. Illustrations are engaging and map is included.
	The writer uses exact, interesting words. Illustrations serve to promote the exhibit effectively.  Map is included.
	The writer uses many specific, vivid, descriptive words that are suited to the topic. Illustrations are compelling. Map is included.

	Sentence Fluency
	The writing includes incomplete sentences that are distracting to the reader.
	Sentences are very short, unclear, or repetitive.
	The writing lacks sentence variety and may include incomplete sentences that may be distracting to the reader.
	The writing uses complete sentences but needs more sentence variety.
	The writing consistently uses complete sentences. Sentences are varied and flow well.
	The writer demonstrates a commanding use of sentence structure & variety.  Sentences flow naturally & fluently.

	Conventions
(grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, spelling)
	Many mistakes make the paper hard to understand.
	Repeated errors are distracting to the reader.
	May contain a number of mistakes.
	May contain some errors that cause minor distraction to the reader.
	May contain a few errors; however, they do not distract
	There are no discernable mistakes.

	Presentation
	Incorrect setup for brochure (six total panels, correct order of panels, folds properly)The final copy is messy and illegible.
	Brochure setup includes some correct elements (six total panels, correct order of panels, folds properly)The final copy may be messy and illegible in a few places.
	Brochure setup includes most correct elements (six total panels, correct order of panels, folds properly)The final copy may be somewhat difficult to read.
	Brochure setup includes all correct elements (six total panels, correct order of panels, folds properly)The final copy may be a bit messy but is legible.
	Brochure setup includes all correct elements (six total panels, correct order of panels, folds properly)The final copy is generally neat and legible.
	Brochure setup includes all correct elements (six total panels, correct order of panels, folds properly)The final copy is neat and legible.
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