Name: ________________________________________   Date:_________________________________
The Republic of Turkey
Turkey is a ___________________________Eurasian country, meaning it spans across continents and is part of both Europe and Asia. The Asian part of Turkey, which includes 97% of the country, is separated from European Turkey by the Bosphorus River and the Sea of Marmara. European Turkey comprises only 3% of the country. The vast majority of the population is ___________________ (the religion of Islam); the country's official language is ______________________; and the capital is ______________________.
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The principles and teachings of Islam as a way of life, a religious code, and a legal system were promulgated by Muhammad (ca. 570–632 A.D.), an Arab merchant from Mecca. The word of God, as set out in the Qur’an and handed down in the sayings of Muhammad forms the core of the religion in Turkey and other Turkic countries.
The Qur’an does not contain specific mandates against figural representation in art. However, this source takes a firm stance against idolatry and the worship of images. The religion forbids the depiction of _________________________________ figures, although examples of architectural decoration, objects in all media, and illustrated manuscripts sometimes do not follow this rule.

Three  major characteristics of Turkish-Islamic art are:
1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Multiple Choice
Circle the correct letter for each image. G is for geometric, V is for vegetal and F is for figural.
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