World History lesson plan: 6th social studies – Karen Rahn, Madison Middle School
Unit one (Approximately four class periods.)
Target Question: How do we learn about Ancient Civilizations?

This lesson will be using Catalhoyuk (oldest known human settlement being excavated in central Turkey) -Neolithic site as foundation for Target Question.

Begin with Socratic questioning using only a small part of a picture that most would know if they saw the whole thing.
Small group brainstorm activity (butcher paper, each takes a turn writing and may build off of others if they want - no talking!) Students write observations first round, second round only questions. Have groups make predictions at this point.
Reveal more of the picture and add to Socratic questioning (another round)
Reveal more again until the picture is quite evident to all.

Point out that this process is much like the excavation work being done at Catalhoyuk – explain the site.
Show picture of actual Catalhoyuk excavation site in process.
Do socratic questioning of this picture as done for previous picture – only this time the whole picture is apparent at once – the goal is not to guess what it is, but to begin focusing on the job of the Archeologist. (What does it mean?)

Vocabulary: What words would be important to do the job of an archeologist? 

Historian 
Archaeologist
Artifact
Fossil
Anthropologist
Nomad
Technology
Domesticate
Specialization
Paleolithic
Neolithic



Small groups will look up definitions from the book and construct flash cards. Practice using the words in sentences that might describe the focus question.

Show video clips from site with Dr. Ian Hodder

Project... Either before or after test... Research other sites and share information by: Make an e-book with research information ...Make a presentation with Prezi, PowerPoint, poster board/tri fold... Make a deal with teacher approval to show understanding of the focus question - How do we learn about Ancient Civilizations?...  (Assessment will follow a Project and Focus Question rubric)

Share projects with another sixth grade classroom (Groton) via Skype or other connective device...

[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing assessment: Essay – (Including vocabulary words) Explain the importance of Catalhoyuk and the work that is being done there.
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