Dawn R. Streets
261 Miles Branch Road
Pittsboro. NC 27312

The American Turkish Society
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 8" Floor
New York, NY 10017

Dear Sir or Madame,

June 14, 2012

Enclosed please find my Application for the Fall 2012 Curriculum Development
Grant. Turkey is a fascinating country that provides wonderful opportunities for
curriculum based. engaging, and thought-provoking lessons for Middle School students.
The proposal outlines a comprehensive unit—funding for all or part(s) of it would be
greatly appreciated. My intent is to raise awareness of Turkey and spark an interest that
will have lasting impact. If you need additional information, please let me know. Thank

you for your support.

Sincerely,

Dawn R. Streets
7" Grade Teacher.
Margaret B. Pollard Middle School



Curriculum Development Grant, The American Turkish Society
Proposed by Dawn R. Streets, Margaret B. Pollard Middle School

Turkey — Grant Proposal
Project Description: The attached unit plan outlines a broad variety of activities that will
foster a better understanding of Turkey for our 7 grade students. With the new Social
Studies Essential Standards teachers are looking for opportunities to develop engaging units
of study that connect to five broad strands--history, geography and environmental literacy,
civics and government, economics and financial literacy, and culture. Turkey provides an
ideal backdrop for developing these strands. A grant from the American Turkish Society
would be the catalyst for exploring Turkey and the Middle East in a meaningful way with a
lasting effect on students.
Specific Project Objectives/ Components and Anticipated Impact:
1) A guest artist will work with our Art teacher to create a work of art that reflects
traditional Turkish Art form(s). The work of art will be a permanent illustration of our
multi-cultural learning environment. The end product would be a wall hanging, individual
framed paintings, mural, or collage, etc. I am consulting with a local artist, Vidabeth
Benson, and the Divan Center (local Turkish-American organization) to arrange for a guest
artist. Other guests will be utilized to share expertise and experience—e.g. Stephanie
Helmer, a fellow teacher who lived and taught in Turkey for two years.
2) Students will prepare a presentation that will be the “key-note” for our 2013
International Fair (2™ annual). The presentation will also be shared with at least one other
school in the county and will be posted on the County Social Studies Wiki for use by other
teachers. The presentation will be in the format of a Prezi, PowerPoint, and/or I-movie.
3) Students will be introduced to Turkish cuisine. A local restaurant ( Talullas, Chapel Hill)
will do a presentation on Turkish cuisine/culture and will provide food for the students to
sample. Students will have the opportunity to demonstrate what they learn by preparing
dishes for the International Fair dinner. I will explore other local Turkish
restaurants/contacts as well—eg. Something Different, Asheboro.
4) Students will read a novel and current event articles about Turkey. Suggested novel
titles include: Memed, My Hawk by Yashar Kemal; Nobody’s Child by Marsha Forchuk
Skrypuch, and Against the Storm by Gaye Hicyilmaz. They will engage in a variety of
literacy activities that support both the Language Arts Common Core and Social Studies
Essential Standards.
Tools/Materials/Methods: The tools and materials are dependent on the specific activities
that are funded. The methods utilized include: experiential learning, small and large group
presentations, technology based projects, collaboration, independent reading, group
discussion, inquiry, and literacy based activities.
Teacher Qualifications: I have taught Middle School Social Studies for 19 years. My
approach to teaching is very global — my goal is to introduce students to concepts and hook
them with engaging activities that promote inquiry and high-level thought. Last summer [
participated in a two-week professional development opportunity in China. The trip
allowed me to expand my knowledge and create learning opportunities for my students. As
a teacher, I collaborate with my colleagues and look for ways to integrate curriculum on a
regular bases. I am well-respected in my community and seek opportunities to partner with
parents and other community leaders/members. This Curriculum Development Grant will
allow be to capitalize on my strengths and promote a global consciousness among my
students.
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Unit Plan: Turkey
Objective: Students will learn about the geography, history, and culture of turkey. They will also make
connections between Turkey, the United States, and North Carolina and analyze the role of Turkey in the
world today.
Time: 3 -4 weeks
What will students Know?
1) Students will know basic information about the geography of Turkey

e  Where Turkey is located on a world map and bordering countries

e Major cities of Turkey

e Important landforms and bodies of water
2) Students will know basic information about the history of Turkey

e Major periods in Turkish history

e Major events in Turkish history
3) Students will know basic information about the culture of Turkey

e Major ethnic groups

e Major religions

e Daily life — art, music, food, etc.
4) Students will know details of Turkey’s role in the global world.
What will students Understand?
1) How the history of Turkey has impacted current events
2) The role of Turkey in the world today
3) The significance of Turkey’s rich culture to the United States and North Carolina
What will students Do?
1) Create political and physical maps of Turkey.
2) Learn from guest speaker(s) about various aspects of Turkish history and life.
3) Read a novel that connects to Turkey and complete one “book report” option.
4) Create a work of art that is reflective of Turkish culture.
5) Create a presentation that can be used in other classrooms across the county at the schools,
International Fair.
6) Read relevant articles that describe Turkey “today” and complete vocabulary and literacy activities.
The Unit will be an interdisciplinary study that incorporates multiple content areas:
Social Studies focus: Map study; Historical timeline; Culture—food, music, clothes, religion, etc.
Language Arts focus: Novel study; Article reviews
Math focus: Data comparisons; Economic analysis
The project will have a strong art component. Writing is a school-wide focus at Margaret Pollard next year.
This project will provide many rich opportunities for students to think, reflect, and write across the
curriculum.
Social Studies Essential Standards:
7.H.1.2 Use primary and secondary sources to interpret various historical perspectives; 7.H.2.1 Analyze
the effects of social, economic, military and political conflict among nations, regions, and groups; 7.H.2.3
Explain how increased global interaction accelerates the pace of innovation in modern societies; 7.G.2.2
Use maps, charts, graphs, geographic data and available technology tools to interpret and draw
conclusions about social, economic, and environmental issues in modern societies and regions; 7.C &
G.1.1 Summarize the ideas that have shaped political thought in various societies and regions; 7.C.1.1
Explain how culture unites and divides modern societies and regions; 7.C.1.2 Explain how cultural
expressions influence modern society
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Budget Proposal

1. $800.00
e Art supplies
e Substitute coverage for the Middle School Art teacher (this will allow the Art
teacher to work with 7" grade students in their classrooms for 1-2 days).
e Stipend for guest artist
e Materials for framing, installing permanent art work

2. $200.00
e Food for Turkish cuisine presentation
3. $200.00

e Transportation for small group of students to travel to neighboring school to
conduct presentation on “Turkey.”
4. §700.00
e Class set/multiple copies of novels that connect to Turkish history, culture,
etc. Novels will remain in the school media center for on-going use.
(Approximately 120 books @ $6 ea.)

Total Amount Requested: $1,900.00

The details of the Turkish project that I am proposing have not been finalized. The
above items reflect activities that would be engaging, relevant, and manageable for
the 7th grade students at Margaret B. Pollard Middle School. Individual
components can stand alone—funding for any part(s) of the project would be
significant in promoting enduring interest and awareness of Turkey at MBP. The
amounts proposed are estimates as I have not obtained/identified specific costs.
Supplemental funds may be available through our Parent, Teacher, & Student
Association and from community support.



