Ethan Cherin
TCF Lesson Plan


Topic: Çatal Hüyük

Key questions: 
1) How do archaeologists draw conclusions from limited data?
2) How is it possible to organize a large human community without hierarchy or organized violence?

Time: three 55-minute class periods

Materials needed: notecards, photos or video of Çatal Hüyük (Good resources available at http://www.smm.org/catal/top.php)

General description: Students work in groups to try and draw conclusions from evidence found at an unnamed archeological site. I suggest not telling students that this is an actual site during part one of the lesson. One could do it either way, but I can imagine my students searching for Çatal Hüyük on their smart phones during the exercise to find out what the “right” interpretation of this evidence is. I also think the conclusions about violence and hierarchy will be all the more powerful if they are suddenly confronted with the reality of this being an actual site, not one made up by their teacher. After evaluating the evidence, the class draws larger conclusions about the non-violent and non-hierarchical character of the settlement. In small groups, they then discuss whether and how such a community could succeed today.

Specific steps:

Day One:
1) Introduce the exercise: students will be looking at evidence from an archaeological dig, drawing conclusions from the evidence, and then trying to assemble a broader understanding of what life in this settlement was like.

2) Divide the class into small groups. Each group should get a pile of notecards with evidence detailed on it from the chart below (the evidence, not the conclusions, should go on the notecards. The conclusions are there for teacher purposes). If possible, include photos of the evidence along with a written description:

	Evidence
	Possible conclusion(s)

	Site inhabited between 7500 BCE and 6000 BCE
	Early neolithic

	No streets; people walked on building roofs to get around. Entrances to dwellings from the roof.
	 Dense settlement

	Bull horns used as ornamentation in homes
	Ceremonial use (students can speculate as to details?)

	People buried underneath the floor
	Dense settlement; reverence for ancestors in spiritual life?

	Paintings (show paintings)
	Students can speculate as to role of animals in paintings (Hunting? Spirituality? Both?).

	Male and female skeletons show similar wear and disease patterns
	Very little gender role differentiation. No gender heirarchy.

	Dwellings all approximately the same size across the site
	No social/economic heirarchy.

	Lots of skeletons. No evidence of violent death
	Peaceful social system. No violent neighbors.

	Child skeletons not closely related genetically to adult skeletons in the same burial space 
	Children raised comunally. 

	Linen fabric but no evidence of flax seed.
	Trade with other communities

	As many as 8000 people living together at any given time
	Dense settlement



3) Each group should infer at least one conclusion for each piece of evidence, taking notes as they go.

4) Once all or most groups are finished, look at the evidence together as a class. Go from group to group, having students present their conclusions about particular pieces of evidence. Pull out different interpretations and put them on the board. In cases where student interpretations differ widely from the conclusions of the archaeologists, present the “expert” conclusion and have students evaluate.

5) As an exit activity students should write a short paragraph answering the question: What was life in this settlement like?


Day Two: 
1) Start class by having students share in small groups their exit writing from the day before.

2) After a brief class-wide sharing of conclusions, tell students that this is not an imaginary site. Give them the name and show them where Çatal Hüyük is located on a map. Show students a slide show of the site. If possible, show video of director Ian Hodder talking about what life may have been like there. The goal is to make clear to students that people lived peacefully here for over a thousand years in a dense community with no evidence of social or gender hierarchy. 

3) In small groups, students should discuss and take notes on why this community was successful. They should then work together to design a community for today that could meet these basic requirements (no social violence, no social or gender hierarchy). What would they need to change about our current society to make this work? Could a community like this be established today? Why or why not? Each group should produce both a visual sketch of the community and a piece of writing explaining how life in the community works (social, political, and economic institutions, living arrangements, education, etc.). If they do not think a community like this possible today, they should write a short essay explaining why and suggesting one or two steps we might take to lessen the current levels of violence and hierarchy in society. 


Day Three: Students present their work to the class. 
