
Subject/section: ____________________ Name______________________ 
Teacher: ___________________ Date _________________ 
Assignment: The Syrian Refugee Crisis and Turkey’s Response  
 

For this project, we will use the format GRASPS. Here's what it stands for: 
 
G - Goal - The goal of the project. 
R - Role - Your role during the project. 
A - Audience - Who your project is for. 
S - Situation - The situation or scene where the project takes place. 
P - Performance or Product - What you will do or make. 
S - Standards for Success - What you need to do or have to be successful. 
 

Here are the GRASPS for our project: 
 
G - To understand and empathize with the Syrian refugee experience, while also evaluating the ways 
that Turkey and the international community are responding to it. 
 
R - You are a Syrian refugee who has fled to Turkey. (you will choose the age and gender) 
 
A - The audience for this project will be your classmates, teacher, and potentially the whole school. 
 
S - We live in a world where people are flowing across borders. Sometimes people are forced from 
their homelands by dangerous and powerful forces that they can’t control. In Syria, a civil war broke 
out in 2011 that has led to nearly 4 million Syrians fleeing the country. As these refugees search for a 
safe place to call home, they confront countless dangers and challenges along the way. The 
geographical neighbors to Syria have become a central destination for Syrian refugees, and Turkey 
alone has taken in nearly 2 million refugees. Turkey and the international community have many 
important decisions to make about where and how these refugees will live and what their futures 
might hold. Your future depends on these decisions and the outcome of this international crisis. 
 
P - You will create and present a _____________ (you will choose this) 
 
S - To be successful, you must complete: 
 

● A creative project that demonstrates detailed understanding about each phase of the Syrian 
refugee experience (explained on the next page): 

○ DANGER 
○ ESCAPE 
○ TURKEY 
○ FUTURE 

● 4 pages of detailed research notes (2 sources per page) that cover the Phases above. 
● 4 discussion questions (1 for each phase) 

 
 



 

Project Steps: 
1. Choose a Demonstration format (circle it below) 

 
Demonstration choices include: 

Written Oral Visual 

series of journal or diary 
entries 

podcast photo-essay 

newspaper editorial (article) rap documentary video 

short story short play with performance graphic novel 

 
2. Review the goal of the project, then follow learn about each phase of your journey 

a. Goal: To understand and empathize with the Syrian refugee experience, while also 
evaluating the ways that Turkey and the international community are responding to it. 

 
b. Phases of your journey 

i. DANGER 
ii. ESCAPE 

iii. TURKEY 
iv. FUTURE 

 
c. Research Questions: You must become an expert on each phase of your journey to 

do awesome and accurate work in your Demonstration. Use the research questions 
for each phase to help guide your investigation. You are required to complete at 
least 1 page of detailed research notes for each Phase that uses at least 2 sources. 

 
i. DANGER 

1. What is the cause of the Syrian refugee crisis? 

2. When and how did the crisis start?  

3. What has happened to Syrians caught in the civil war? 

ii. ESCAPE 

1. Where are Syrians fleeing to? 

2. How are people escaping?  

3. What are the dangers of the journey? 

4. How do people make it to Turkey? 

iii. TURKEY 

1. How many refugees are there in Turkey? 



2. What is Turkey’s policy towards refugees? 

3. What rights do refugees have (from the U.N., for example)? 

4. What is it like inside a Turkish refugee camp? 

5. What conditions are refugees facing outside of camps? 

6. Is there enough assistance to reach everyone? From who? 

 

iv. FUTURE 

1. What does the future hold for Syrian refugees in Turkey? 

2. How is the rest of the international community responding to the 

crisis? 

 

3. Once research is complete, we will have a whole-class student-led discussion centered 

around each phase of the Syrian refugee experience. You are required to write 1 

discussion question for each phase of the experience. Write them here: 

i. DANGER: _______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

ii. ESCAPE: _______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

iii. TURKEY: _______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

iv. FUTURE: _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

4. Following our class discussion, it is now time to begin creating your Demonstration 

product! Remember to give voice to each Phase of the your experience as a Syrian 

refugee and refer back to the project goals to make sure you are meeting those as well. 

Have fun! 

 

 



 

  



Recommended Resources for each Phase of the experience: 
 

DANGER 

● Read - Syria: The story of the conflict - 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868  

● Read - Syria: Mapping the conflict - 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391  

● Listen - Seeking Asylum, A Syrian Woman Struggles To Get Family Out - 
http://www.npr.org/2015/09/12/439727397/seeking-asylum-a-syrian-woman-struggles-t
o-get-family-out  

● Watch: Families struggle to survive in Syria's Civil War - 

http://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2015/03/20/pkg-howell-syria-4-years-of-war.cnn  

●  

ESCAPE 

● Interactive - Syrian Journey: Choose your own escape route - 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32057601  

● Interactive - Syrian Journey: What would you take with you? - 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-31987373  

● Read - Aylan’s story: How desperation left a 3-year-old boy washed up on a Turkish beach - 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/09/03/a-desperate-refuge
e-family-a-capsized-boat-and-3-year-old-dead-on-a-beach-in-turkey/  

● Look & Listen - 'Facebook refugees' chart escape from Syria on cell phones: 
http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/10/europe/migrant-facebook-refugees/ 

 
TURKEY 

● Listen or Read - Turkey faces a daunting challenge in trying to educate hundreds of thousands 
of Syrian refugees - 
http://www.pri.org/stories/2014-11-11/turkey-faces-daunting-challenge-trying-educate-h
undreds-thousands-syrian-refugees  

● Read - The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (see Article 14) - 
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml#a14  

● Read - Amnesty report reveals desperate plight of Syrian refugees in Turkey - 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/20/amnesty-report-desperate-plight-syrian
-refugees-turkey  

● Look: Syrian refugees cross into Turkey - in pictures - 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2015/jun/15/syrian-refugees-flood-into-turke
y-in-pictures  

● Look & Read - Syrian Refugees in Turkey - http://syrianrefugees.eu/?page_id=80  
● Look & Read - Syria Regional Refugee Response - 

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php  
● Look & Listen - Syrian refugees swarm Turkish port city hoping to catch boats to new lives 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/08/middleeast/syrian-refugees-turkey-boats/ 
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● Look & Listen - Turkey: Biggest Refugee Camp Opens: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIYmcjzjvn4 

● Look & Listen - Turkish refugee camps for Syrians set high standard: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNbYo2KqLT0 

● Look & Listen - Life for Syrian children in the refugee camps in Turkey: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qyv_7H8nCKU 

● Look & Listen - Drawing smiles on the faces of Syrian refugee children in Turkey: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNAO9T5TL3w 

 

FUTURE 

● Read - Syrian refugees brace for long haul in Turkey - 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/ffaf922e-7c69-11e4-9a86-00144feabdc0.html#axzz3Lj7dztwF  

● Watch & Read - Syrian refugees: Which countries welcome them, which ones don't - 
http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/09/world/welcome-syrian-refugees-countries/  

● Watch - Syrian refugees in Turkey: "Nothing for us here" - 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-33901948  

 
ALL PHASES OF THE EXPERIENCE 

● Read - Syrian refugees tell their harrowing stories in their own words - 
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/syrian-refugees-harrowing-stories-article-1.2358726  

● Read - Quick facts: What you need to know about the Syria crisis - 
https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/turkey-iraq-jordan-lebanon-syria/quick-facts-what-
you-need-know-about-syria-crisis  
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Research Notes, Phase 1: DANGER 

Main Ideas  
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Sources I used for these notes (titles of articles and website addresses) 

  

  

 
 



Research Notes, Phase 2: ESCAPE 

Main Ideas  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sources I used for these notes (titles of articles and website addresses) 

  

  



Research Notes, Phase 3: TURKEY 

Main Ideas  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sources I used for these notes (titles of articles and website addresses) 

  

  



Research Notes, Phase 4: FUTURE 

Main Ideas  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sources I used for these notes (titles of articles and website addresses) 

  

  



 


