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INTRODUCTION 

The Syrian Civil war which began in 2011, has resulted in more than 6.5 million internally 
displaced persons and nearly 4 million more fleeing the country. Syria’s neighbors and the 
international community are facing the greatest refugee crisis in modern history.   Nearly a 
million of those refugees have settled in Turkey.  This lesson will focus on the role Turkey has 
taken in providing refuge for the Syrian people and the personal stories of those refugees 
seeking safety within Turkish borders.  Students will investigate the current Syrian refugee crisis 
taking place in the Middle East and Europe and understand the causation factors of the conflict. 
Students will also research Turkey’s policy of granting refugee or guest status to Syrian people 
seeking safety and asylum in Turkey. After learning the background of the Syrian conflict and 
Turkish policies on immigration, students will seek out the personal stories of Syrian people 
who have settled in Turkey; identifying the push and pull factors which have forced them there, 
their legal status, fate, etc.  Students will gain a deeper and more personal understanding of the 
Syrian refugee crisis and the role and responsibilities Turkey and the international community 
play in humanitarian crisis.  Students will also understand the political, social, and economic 
impact the refugee crisis has on Turkey and the international community as a whole.  

 

LEVEL 

Middle and High School (6-12) 

SUBJECTS 

Contemporary World Problems; Human Geography; World Cultures; Global Studies 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

● How have individuals been personally impacted by the political crisis in Syria? 

● How has Turkey answered the call for humanitarian aid in the current Syrian refugee 

crisis? 



● What is the political, social, and economic impact of the refugee crisis on Turkey in both 

the short and long term? 

OBJECTIVES 

Students will... 

● Describe the causes of the Syrian refugee crisis, including when and how it started 
● Discuss what has happened and is happening to Syrians caught in the war 
● Identify and evaluate how refugees are escaping, and where they are fleeing to 
● Report how many refugees there are and where they are located 
● Investigate the role of Turkey in the Syrian refugee crisis 
● Examine the conditions and resources available in of Turkish refugee camps 
● Assess the efforts of Turkey and the international community in addressing the refugee 

crisis 
 

CONNECTIONS TO STANDARDS 

C3 Framework: College, Career, and Civic Life for Social Studies State Standards 

(Middle School 6-9, High School 9-12) 

D2.Civ.1.6-8. Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens, political parties, interest groups, 

and the media in a variety of governmental and nongovernmental contexts.  

D2.Civ.1.9-12. Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and 

international civic and political institutions. 

D2.Civ.11.6-8. Differentiate among procedures for making decisions in the classroom, school, civil 

society, and local, state, and national government in terms of how civic purposes are intended.  

D2.Civ.11.9-12. Evaluate multiple procedures for making governmental decisions at the local, state, 

national, and international levels in terms of the civic purposes achieved. 

D2.Civ.12.6-8. Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as means of addressing public 

problems.  

D2.Civ.12.9-12. Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and international laws to 

address a variety of public issues. 

D2.Geo.8.6-8. Analyze how relationships between humans and environments extend or contract 

spatial patterns of settlement and movement.  

 

D2.Geo.8.9-12. Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on spatial patterns 

within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions. 



 

D2.Geo.12.6-8. Explain how global changes in population distribution patterns affect changes in land 

use in particular places.  

 

D2.Geo.12.9-12. Evaluate the consequences of human-made and natural catastrophes on global 

trade, politics, and human migration. 

 

D2.His.1.6-8. Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.  

D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique 

circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts. 

D2.His.5.6-8. Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed over time.  

D2.His.5.9-12. Analyze how historical contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives. 

 

TIME 

6-8 50 minute class periods (including Demonstration presentations) 

 

MATERIALS 

● Internet access 

● Material requirements will vary depending on individual project types chosen. 

 

BACKGROUND ESSAY (YOU CAN COMBINE THIS INTO THE INTRODUCTION) 

See Introduction 

 

PROCEDURES 

See the Project Guidelines sheet for project steps 

 

 



ASSESSMENT 

Students will be assessed on both the process and final product (Demonstration) of their 

project. The assessment rubric will have the following categories: Accuracy / Content 

Knowledge, Required Elements, Comprehension, Final Product, Clarity and Relevance, 

Originality, Attractiveness, and Presentation. 

 

EXTENSION IDEAS 

Teachers could extend this lesson by exploring: 

● The current decisions being made by EU nations, the United States, and other nations in 

considering their response to the Syrian refugee crisis 

● A comparative study of the term “refugee” vs “migrant” 

● The geography of the Syrian refugee crisis - mapping the migration routes 

● The response to the refugee crisis in other European and Asian countries. 

 

SOURCES 

World Affairs Council: Understanding the Syrian Refugee Crisis: A Resource Packet for Educators 

- 

https://www.world-affairs.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Understanding-the-Syrian-Refuge

e-Crisis_Full-Version.pdf 

I am Syria: Teaching about the Refugee Crisis and Making a Difference - 

http://www.iamsyria.org/teaching-about-the-refugee-crisis-and-making-a-difference.html  

Syrian refugees tell their harrowing stories in their own words: 
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/syrian-refugees-harrowing-stories-article-1.2358726  

Syrian Refugees​ in Turkey: A Snapshot of the Crisis in the Middle East and Europe - 

http://syrianrefugees.eu/?page_id=80 

Syrian Refugees in Turkey, Şenay Özden, MPC Research Report 2013/05 : 

http://www.migrationpolicycentre.eu/docs/MPC-RR-2013-05.pdf 

BBC: Syrian Journey:  Choose your own escape route - 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32057601  
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BBC: Guide to the Syrian Crisis - ​http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16979186 

Mondoweiss: A Guide to the Worst Refugee Crisis since WWII - 

http://mondoweiss.net/2015/09/refugee-crisis-since  

Turkish Refugee Camps Set High Standard: 

http://www.euronews.com/2015/09/09/turkish-refugee-camps-for-syrians-set-high-standard/ 

2015 UNHCR Country Operations Profile – Turkey 

http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e48e0fa7f.html  

Stories from Syrian Refugees: Discovering the human faces of a tragedy: 

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/syria.php  

Videos:  

Syrian refugees swarm Turkish port city hoping to catch boats to new lives 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/08/middleeast/syrian-refugees-turkey-boats/ 

Turkey: Biggest Refugee Camp Opens: ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIYmcjzjvn4 

Turkish refugee camps for Syrians set high standard: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNbYo2KqLT0 
Life for Syrian children in the refugee camps in Turkey: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qyv_7H8nCKU 

Drawing smiles on the faces of Syrian refugee children in Turkey: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNAO9T5TL3w 

 

HANDOUTS 

See document entitled, “The Syrian Refugee Crisis and Turkey’s Response Project Guidelines” 
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